Reverse enzyme-linked immunospot assay (RELISPOT) for the detection of cells secreting immunoreactive substances.
A reverse modification of the recently described enzyme-linked immunospot assay (ELISPOT), based on localized enzyme-substrate reactions in gel, is described for the enumeration of antigen-secreting cells using petri dishes coated with specific antibodies. As a model the detection of mouse and human immunoglobulin-secreting cells has been evaluated. Simple and sensitive, this new method, termed RELISPOT, can be adapted for the quantitation of secreted antigen thus providing additional information on the metabolic state of the population of cells tested.